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Cuban American
Bar Association

President’s

MESSAGE

It is my greatest honor and privilege to lead the Cuban American Bar Association (CABA) as
your president for 2022. As we “come back to life,” in CABA’s 48th year, I promise growth,
amplification, commitment, dedication, and gratitude. 1 promise to further expanding our
footprint throughout the State of Florida.

With Briefs, I hope to continue to amplify the voices of our members in seeking equality and
continue amplifying the voices of the Cuban people, still on the island, facing human rights
abuses on a daily basis, lacking access to basic medical care, and surviving with scarce essential
resources under an oppressive Communist regime.

I commit to continuing the mission that our founders’ set forth decades ago, to provide equal
it access and adequate representation to all minorities before the courts, and facilitate the
administration of justice.I further affirm to protect the CABA Foundation’s Scholarship Program
which assists in securing the next generation’s success, and to support the CABA Pro Bono
Project in its tireless work to aid the indigent community in our county.

I will dedicate CABA’s resources in continuing to increase diversity in the judiciary and the legal community, at large, and to
collaborate on efforts to ensure that a diverse bar and bench remain a priority. The Gala and this special edition of Briefs could
not be possible without the generosity of our sponsors, support of our members, and tenacity of the Cuban people.

With deep appreciation,
W &

Mirian] Sol¢r Ramos
CABA _202\ President

Editor-In-Chief’s

MESSAGE

Dear CABA Members:

‘x 7e are excited to kick-off 2022 with the Gala Edition of CABA Briefs! This special edition
of CABA Briefs is brought to you by the generosity of the Gala sponsors.

Although the press cycle has moved on from #SOSCuba, it is very much an ongoing movement.
We are grateful for Daniel I. Pedreira, PhD candidate, who has summarized the continued
ramifications of the July 11" protests for the people of Cuba. As always, in this issue you will find
the Legal Round Up prepared by the valued appellate attorneys at Kula & Associates, PA. We
also take a moment to remember Judge Goderich and his contributions to the legal community.

I'would like to thank the CABA Briefs Committee,as well as the Chairs, Diana Arteaga and Daniel
Buigas, and the Director of Operations,Victoria Suess, for their guidance. The tradition of CABA
Briefs would not be possible without the support shown by our members and community. I
cannot wait to see everyone at CABA’s Night with the Marlins on May 21, 2022.

Sincerely,

Emily K. Balter
Editor-in-Chief
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LEGAL

ROUND UP

By: Elliot B. Kula, W. Aaron Daniel & William D. Mueller

Implicit Gender Bias Remains Prevalent
and Judge Martha Warner Finds the Teachable Moment

J.S. v. Department of Children and Families,
Case No. 4D21-1923 (Fla. 4th DCA Jan. 19, 2022)

Sometimes, the most important part of a court’s opinion is not the legal principle, but the social commentary and
teaching moment it provides. Judge Martha Warner’s dissenting opinion in J.S. v. Department of Children and Families
illustrates that point.In J.S., she authored a dissenting opinion that reminded us all that that gender disparities persist,
sadly, in the legal profession and in legal writing. It’s a must-read opinion.

In JS., the appellant moved for rehearing following an unfavorable decision, and quoted Judge Warner’s dissent for
support. But the motion used the wrong gendered pronoun, twice (Ex: “Warner, J. opined he would hold that §
39.806(1)(f) is unconstitutional....”). Judge Warner took the opportunity to remind the lawyer, and The Bar, that “he” is
not the default universal personal pronoun. She emphasized that using the wrong gendered pronoun illustrates the
pervasive implicit bias within the legal community.

In Judge Warner’s own words:

More importantly, this error reveals the tenacious grip that the male image has in the legal profession to the
detriment of women who have joined the profession in droves since I began practicing forty-eight years ago.It
still is an issue that women are mistaken for court reporters or paralegals by both judges and lawyers. No man
would suffer that same misidentification, which relegates the woman to a less important role.

We all need to be cognizant and remove from our thinking the male-centric image of lawyers and judges. It is
not hard, but it requires raising one’s consciousness of the issue.And it is somewhat of a surprise that it has
persisted for so long. After all, the iconic figure holding the scales of justice is a lady.

To be sure, Judge Warner’s words are something to reflect on.

Ocean’s Eleven With a Miami Flare

Apollo Trust v. BNP Paribas Jersey Trust Corp. Lmtd,
Case No. 3D20-180 (Fla. 3rd DCA February 2, 2022)

As Judge Bokor of the Third District Court of Appeal stated, the script of Ocean’s Eleven looks dull compared to the
“family drama” and “globetrotting intrigue” he presided over in Apollo Trust. There, Judge Bokor, who is obviously
played by George Clooney in this iteration, held that a foreign entity claiming ownership of assets in Florida that may
pertain to a separate foreign judgment debtor, is required to prove their authentic ownership of the assets before
absconding with them.

In this case, the family feud began when Italian film star Edoarda Crociani set up a trust for her two daughters,
Cristiana and Princess Camilla (of Italy) in 1987. Edoarda was the widow of an extremely wealthy Italian industrialist,
Camilla Crocianai, who died in 1980. He had amassed considerable wealth, including a collection of fine art.

When £100 million of Mr. Crocianai’s investments and art were taken from the trust fund in 2010 and transferred into
Edoarda’s name, his estranged daughter Christiana feared she was being blocked from inheriting the family’s wealth.
She suspected it was being given to her sister (the Princess) in place. She sued, and won. This left the bank, BNP
Paribas (who was appointed as a trustee and faced indemnifying Christiana), to rebuild the fund.

Of course, this all heats up in Miami when several of the paintings are in a Wynwood fine art vault. BNP Paribas
initiated proceedings supplementary to execute on the paintings, asserting that they are owned by Edoarda (the
judgment debtor) who fraudulently (and nominally) transferred title to the paintings to an offshore trust,Apollo Trust
(“Apollo™). Apollo, responsive to BNP’s notice to appear, appeared to assert that it owns the paintings and that the
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paintings (sitting in this jurisdiction) are beyond BNP’s reach because Apollo is a non-Florida entity with no ties to the
State besides its purported claim to the paintings at issue.

But not so fast, Judge Bokor held. The Court determined that the jurisdictional question must be resolved in a
limited evidentiary hearing aimed at determining Edoarda’s executable interest in the Miami artwork, if any. “If
Edoarda possesses such an interest in the Miami artwork,” the Court concluded, “then Apollo and its trustees, who
undisputedly store, maintain, and insure the artwork in Miami, could reasonably anticipate being haled into a Florida
court where the assets are located.”

If Speaking is Silver, then Listening is Gold.

R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. v. Gloger,
Case No. 3D20-38 (Fla. 3d DCA Feb. 2, 2022)

This was a rare decision, in the civil context, that turned on a jury selection issue. The Third District Court of Appeal
reversed a $42.5 million verdict based on a juror’s responses during voir dire, confirming an #nability to be impartial,
and yet the trial court seated the juror. That’s right. This one is a doozy, and goes to show that especially when big
dollars are at stake, you have to listen extra carefully to the precise words that a juror uses.

In this Engle progeny (tobacco) case,one of the questions posed by defense counsel was whether any of the potential
jurors believed that someone who smokes daily is addicted to cigarettes; the rationale being that such a belief would
improperly alleviate the smoker of her burden to prove she was addicted, shifting the burden instead to defendants
to prove she was not addicted. Defense counsel asked specifically asked the jury:“[D]o you believe that every smoker
who smokes is addicted?”

‘When it was the Prospective Juror 8’s turn to answer, she replied to counsel’s question: “If they smoke every day,I do
feel it’s an addiction.... A habitual addiction or a regular addiction, chemical addiction.” Which is to say, Prospective
Juror 8 was clear and emphatic in stating her belief that the habit of smoking every day was épso facto indicative of
addiction. And, when further pressed, Prospective Juror 8 flat out stated her expectation that defense counsel must
disprove addiction, rather than the plaintiff proving addiction.

Defense counsel requested a for-cause challenge to strike Prospective Juror 8, but was denied after the trial court
“disagreed with that characterization of the prospective juror’s statements,” and inexplicably refused to read the
transcript. Consequently, defendants were required to use a peremptory challenge to strike Prospective Juror 8,
allowing them to appeal the ruling and eventually upend the large jury verdict. It’s not a win until the DCA says so;
be careful not to give reason for a negative say so.

P8

Appellate attorney Elliot B. Kula
of Kula & Associates, P.A., works

Appellate attorney W. Aaron Daniel Appellate attorney William D. Mueller
of Kula & Associates, P.A., works of Kula & Associates, P.A., works
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website at www.KulaLegal.com.
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In Memory of the Honorable
Mario P. Goderich

By: Francisco R. Angones

Many have described Judge Mario
Goderich as a trailblazer and a
gentleman. He was both. Born in
Santiago de Cuba, Oriente, Cuba,
Judge Goderich’s parents had the
presence of mind to send him
to the United States to study and
learn English at the Massanutten
Military Academy, a secondary
school in Virginia. After graduating,
he returned to Cuba where he
attended the University of Havana
School of Law, receiving his Doctor
of Civil Laws degree in 1957.

Judge Goderich practiced law in
Cuba until 1961, when he went into
exile in Miami. Like many others
who left Cuba fleeing communism,
he took low level jobs, including
manning the front desk at a Miami
Beach hotel and working as a part-
time school bus driver. As summed
up by University of Miami Interim
Dean Nell Jessup Newton, “Judge
Goderich followed the hard path
worn by many Cuban professionals
who emigrated to the United States
in the 1960s”

Eventually, Judge Goderich went
to law school again, this time at
the University of Miami, where
he graduated in 1968. One year
after becoming a US citizen (a
requirement of the Florida Bar
then), he became Director of the
University of Miami’s Law library.

At the law school, he helped design
and implement a special academic
program approved by the Florida
Bar that provided an opportunity for
lawyers educated in Cuba to study
at the university. Graduates of that
program were permitted to take
the Bar exam and to practice law in
Florida. Former University of Miami
School of Law Dean Dennis Lynch
remembered Judge Goderich as
“warm and helpful to new faculty”He
“immediately took an interest in the
empirical research I had been doing
on the legal profession in Colombia
and guided me to resources I could
use in the library”

Judge Goderich was also among
a group of lawyers who founded
CABA and was elected as its
first president. In 1975, he was
appointed to the Court of Industrial

Claims (workers’ compensation).

Three years later, he was appointed
to the circuit bench and later to the
Third District Court of Appeals. He
was the first Cuban-American to sit
on all three of those courts.

Judge Goderich received numerous
honors and awards, including
Outstanding Judge by the Council
on Crime and Delinquency and The
Lawyer of the AmericasAward by the
University of Miami InterAmerican
Law Review. He was the first
recipient of the Francisco Garcia-

Amador Award, presented by the
Center for Hispanic and Caribbean
Legal Studies at the University of
Miami, and was bestowed the Order
of Democracy by the Republic of
Colombia. He’s been recognized
as St. Thomas University School of
Law’s Jurist of the Year and received
the honor of the Thurgood Marshall
College Fund Award of Excellence.

Judge Goderich’s legacy and
example continues to pave the way
for future generations through a
number of professionalism awards
that bear his name, including
The Mario P Goderich Legal
Ethics Award, presented by the
Dade County Bar Association, the
Mario P. Goderich PA.VE.R award,
presented by CABA, as well as The
Mario P. Goderich Merit Scholarship
at Florida International University.

In addition to all his
accomplishments, Judge Goderich
enjoyed playing tennis, traveling,
music and dancing. He enjoyed
the company of his longtime
friends and family, as well as his
children and grandchildren. Former
Chief Judge Gerald Wetherington
described Judge Goderich as a
“true Renaissance man.” He will be
remembered as the trailblazer he
was, and his memory will continue
to pave the way for others.
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Cuban Decrees, Charges,

Sentences after July 11™

and Prison

By: Daniel I. Pedreira

The mass protests that erupted
throughout Cuba on July 11, 2021
brought great optimism for those
seeking freedom and democracy
for the island. At the same time, it
brought a new wave of repression
by the Cuban dictatorship against
Cubans who protested.

The repressive framework for the
Cuban dictatorship’s crackdown of
peaceful protesters has a 63-year
history that dates to Fidel Castro’s

arrival to power on January 1,
1959. Yet, Cuban laws have been
modified in recent years to reflect
the changing face and methods of
Cuba’s dissident and opposition
resistance movement.

In April 2018, the Cuban regime
approved Decree 349, which
expanded the dictatorship’s
power to shut down art and
book sales, exhibitions, concerts,
and performances that contain

prohibited content. It also bans art
considered to contain “sexist, vulgar,
and obscene language” and using
“national symbols” to “contravene
current legislation” The Decree
further authorized government
inspectors to fine those considered
to be breaking the law and to
confiscate their artwork if it is
considered to violate the law. Cuban
artists are also banned from selling
their artwork without government
approval. Months before the decree
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went into effect on December 7,
2018, a group of artists, called the
San Isidro Movement, formed to
challenge the law.

The Cuban dictatorship enacted
Decree Law 370in 2018.This Decree-
Law, which entered into force in July
2019, “penalizes the dissemination
of information contrary to “social
interest,” “morals,” and “good
customs” on social media, outlaws
personal blogs and independent
media outlets that are denied access
to the “.cu” domain, and expands
the dictatorship’s overall control on
cyber-communications.

Over the next couple of years,
the San Isidro Movement gained
strength in numbers and attracted
worldwide attention. Its leaders,
most notably Luis Manuel Otero
Alcantara, Denis Solis Gonzalez,
Maykel (Osorbo) Castillo, were
violently harassed and imprisoned
by Cuban authorities, further
drawing global attention for their
calls for freedom of expression in
Cuba.

The San Isidro Movement’s protests
reached a climax on November
27, 2020, when approximately
150 artists signed a declaration
supporting the Movimiento
San Isidro, staged a sit-in at the
country’s Ministry of Culture, and
demanded a meeting with Culture
Minister Alpidio Alonso Grau. The
meeting took place, and Alonso
Grau promised more talks between
the dictatorship and the artists
regarding their demands. True
to form, the Cuban dictatorship
quickly reneged on its promise to
dialogue with the artists.

Following the July 11" protesters’
use of technology to organize
nation-wide demonstrations, the
Cuban dictatorship enacted Decree-
Law 35 in August 2021. This new
decreelaw further penalizes the

publication of information critical
of the government. An additional
“cybersecurity”  resolution  was
attached to Decree-Law 35, which
extends  traditional  repressive
practices against freedom  of
expression to cyber and electronic
platforms. This new legislation
identifies “spreading fake news,
“slander that impacts the prestige
of the country, “inciting protests,”
“promoting social indiscipline,” and
undermining someone’s fame or
self-esteem” as potential threats to
national security.

When viewed jointly, Decree-Laws
349, 370, and 35 have provided the
Cuban dictatorship with the legal
framework to carry out massive
show trials, the sheer number of
which had not been seen in decades.
According to CubalLex, 1,395 people
were detained on July 11" In early
February, 33 protesters, six of them
minors, were tried for “sedition by
the tribunal of the 10 de Octubre
Municipality in Havana. Prosecutors
asked for sentences of up to 25 years
in prison. More trials are expected
in th€é Coming months, as 727 of
the July 11" protesters, including 15
minors, remain in prison.

Sedition is just one of the charges that
the Cuban dictatorship has imposed
on Cuba’s peaceful protesters.Others
have been charged with “committing
vandalism that attempted against
authority, persons, and goods” and
“grave alterations of order”

Another common  charge is
“desacato,” or contempt.This charge
is often used as a form of lese-majesté
law when applied to those who
criticize Cuba’s appointed President
Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermudez, Raul
Castro Ruz, or other members of the
communist nomenclature.

The prison sentences imposed on
the July 11" protesters mark a sharp
return to past judicial practices.

In the early decades of the Cuban
dictatorship, political prisoners
were sentenced to decades in prison,
where they lingered in subhuman
conditions and were subjected to
every type of abuse imaginable. In
recent decades, the regime’s tactic
changed to carrying out short-term
arrests of dissidents and opposition
leaders, who were released hours
or days later. The trials of the July
11" protesters demonstrate that the
dictatorship has elected to revert to
its tot alitarian roots, despite public
opinion in Cuba and abroad.

The Cuban dictatorship’s new
repressive  decrees,  summary
trials, and decadeslong prison
sentences demonstrate a return to
its totalitarian past. This devolution
will likely not work to the regime’s
favor. The figure of Fidel Castro
has quickly disappeared from the
collective psyche of the Cuban
people, and Raul Castro, at age 90,
represents the last direct link to
Cuba’s repressive revolutionary
past. The events of July 11%
demonstrate that the dictatorship is
not impermeable. Once the younger
Castro brother is physically gone, it
will be difficult for his successors to
maintain the same level of repression
that he and his brother did for
decades. Meanwhile, hundreds of
Cubans face an uncertain future in
prison for promoting freedom and
democratic change at home.

Daniel I. Pedreira is a PhD candidate
in political science at Florida International
University’s Steven J. Green School of
International and Public Affairs.
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diversity we can connect across any legal and social environment with a keen understanding of norms
and cultures, whether it is working with diverse jury pools or skillfully handling international issues.

MIAMI | TAMPA | ORLANDO | FORT LAUDERDALE | JACKSONVILLE | NEW YORK
NORFOLK | THE BAHAMAS | JAMAICA | PUERTO RICO | ST. CROIX | ST. THOMAS

Residential & HELOCs

Shopping Center &
Warehouse Loans

Auto Loans & More!
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The Year In Review

Decisions of the United States &
y Florida Supreme Courts Perspective

Wednesday, December Bth | 12 PM | Via Zoom

[ Presented by;

THE HONORABLE
MILTON HIRSCH

FRLAER
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WEDNESDAY | FEBRUARY §, 2023 | 12
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CABA closed out the year with an overview of
significant Supreme Court decisions with Judge
Milton Hirsch.

CABA continued its end-of-the-year tradition with the
December 8, 2021 CLE, which featured a discussion of
recent United States and State of Florida Supreme Court
decisions. The cases discussed included Florida’s State v.
Poole decision regarding juries and the death penalty, as
well as the U.S. Supreme Court’s Torres v. Madrid, which
explored whether a seizure occurs when an officer shoots
someone temporarily eluding capture.

Judges Carlos Gamez and Diana Vizcaino discussed
what all attorneys need to know about Domestic
Violence Injunctions.

The first CLE of 2022, held on January 20, included the
Honorable Judges Gamez and Vizcaino as they went over
the different types of injunctions available to domestic
violence victims, including the requirements for qualifying
for each category. The Judges also guided attendees in the
procedure to obtain an injunction, as well as best practices
for attorneys seeking to aid victims.

New York Attorney Michael Fernandez helped
attendees gain an understanding of how to represent
their Florida clients in New York Courts.

Michael Fernandez, of Rivero Mestre’s New York City office,
presented an overview of the differences and similarities
between Florida and New York courts. Mr. Fernandez also
explained how to appear pro hac vice in New York in light
of the frequency with which Florida businesses enter into
contracts with New York State venue provisions.




DAY PITNEY vr

We proudly support the

Cuban American
Bar Association

and its mission.

Each voice
adds strength
and texture
to the picture.

At Day Pitney, we seek out
diversity as an inexhaustible
source of fresh ideas, innovative
strategies and new approaches.

Day Pitney appreciates the way
the distinctive backgrounds
and unique experiences of our
attorneys and staff add depth
and perspective to all we do,
including being change agents
for social justice and equity.




STEARNS WEAVER MILLER

Stearns Weaver Miller proudly supports the
Cuban American Bar Association in its mission to improve the
legal profession through greater diversity and equality of
opportunity throughout Florida.

Congratulations
to our own

GISELLE

HGH'
GUTIERREZ

CABA’s 2022
President-Elect!

Thank you, Dax A. Bello for a wonderful year in 2021!
Wishing Miriam Ramos and the 2022 Board of Directors all the best!

MIAMI TAMPA FORT LAUDERDALE ® TALLAHASSEE CORAL GABLES
stearnsweaver.com = BelLaborThePoint.com = CafeConlLabor.com
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! With Volver a Vivir as the theme,on Saturday,February 5" the Cuban American

Bar Association (CABA) came back to life during its annual installation gala.
It was a return to its traditional format, after a creative and successful Regala
alternative in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. I am absolutely thrilled
that the 2022 gala resulted in the most wonderful and energetic return to
normal. Consistent with the theme, the room was filled with leaves, which
symbolize life, representing our collective desire to return to a pre-pandemic

* life, and our joint optimism that this will occur the recent future.

The gala was exceptionally well-attended and the joy in the room was
palpable. Guests smiled from ear to ear as they greeted each other in

y person—many having not seen one another in months or years. Los besitos

‘|. "":

Cubanos were plentiful y los abrazos tambien!

Aside from resulting in a wonderful reunion of friends and colleagues,
the gala hosted some very special guests. Among them were United States
Congressman Carlos A. Gimenez, Florida Senators Annette Taddeo and Ileana
Garcia, Florida Congresswoman Demi Busatta Cabrera, State Attorney (and
CABA Past President) Katherine Fernandez Rundle, Public Defender Carlos
J. Martinez, Board of County Commissioners Vice Chairman Oliver Gilbert,

¢l Coral Gables City Manager Peter J. Iglesias, Miami Beach City Manager Alina

Tejeda Hudak, Miami-Dade County Attorney Geri Bonzon-Keenan, Miami
City Attorney (and CABA Past President) Victoria Mendez, Coral Gables City
Clerk Billy Urquia, Coral Gables Police Chief Edward J. Hudak, Federal Judge
Rodolfo Ruiz and many of his colleges on the Circuit and County Court
bench. In addition, CABA was presented with a proclamation from State of
Florida by Attorney General Ashley Moody commending CABA’s advocacy
and community service through the CABA Pro Bono Project and the CABA
Foundation. CABA was also presented with a proclamation making February 5,
2022 “Cuban American Bar Association 48" Anniversary Day,” from the Office
of the Mayor of Miami-Dade County and the Board of County Commissioners
by County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava.
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With this successful return, the CABA gala accomplished its mission of
raising essential funds for both the CABA Foundation and the CABA Pro
Bono Project. The CABA Foundation was established in 1995 to manage
and promote efforts to endow law school scholarships as part of CABA’s
mission to promote diversity and access in the legal services community.
Equally as important, the CABA Pro Bono Project assists the legal needs of
the indigent community in Miami-Dade County and provides legal services to
unaccompanied minors, victims of domestic violence, veterans, and victims
of human trafficking.

In assuming the presidency, I promise growth, amplification, commitment,
dedication, and gratitude. I intend to grow the organization and continue
to expand its presence throughout the State of Florida. I remain committed
to amplifying the voices of the Cuban people, suffering daily human rights
abuses on the island. I commit to continuing CABA’s mission of facilitating
equal access and adequate representation of all minorities before the
courts. I will dedicate my time and energy to pushing CABA forward and to
increasing diversity in the judiciary and legal community. Finally, I will lead
! with gratitude, never forgetting the opportunities afforded to my family, and
# to so many Cuban immigrants, by this great country.

" ﬁ I am deeply grateful for a hard-working and exceptionally committed board,
S | without which my goals for this year could not be accomplished. Finally, I am
" thankful to our sponsors and all who attended.Their commitment to CABA is By
what keeps it alive and allows its important programs to continue to expand
and touch the lives of many more.

== By: Miriam Soler Ramos
~ CABA President
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Your Story. Your Voice. Our Mission.
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Strategic Communications

Congratulations to Cuban
American Bar Association
President Miriam Soler
Ramos and the 2022 Board
of Directors. Thank you for
your enduring commitment
to community, diversity and
opportunity.
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Find your expert’

J.5. Held is a global, multidisciplinary consulting firm providing specialized
technical, scientific, financial, and advisory services.

OUR EXPERTISE
ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION CLAIMS & DISPUTES
CONSTRUCTION DEFECT INVESTIGATIONS
ENVIRONMENTAL, HEALTH & SAFETY
EQUIPMENT

EXPERT WITNESS TESTIMONY

FIRE ORIGIN & CAUSE INVESTIGATIONS

FORENSIC ACCOUNTING / ECONOMICS /
CORPORATE FINANCE

FORENSIC ARCHITECTURE & ENGINEERING
GLOBAL INVESTIGATIONS

LITIGATION SUPPORT

SURETY

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT JSHELD.COM

OUR LOCATIONS IN FLORIDA: Cape Coral - Fort Lauderdale - Fort Myers - Jacksonville
Miami - Orlando - Palm Beach Gardens - Tallahassee - Tampa - Vero Beach
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BERCOW RADELL FERNANDEZ LARKIN +TAPANES

ZONING, LAND USE AND ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

2022 CABA Board of Directors | 2021 Outstanding Member Award | 20271 CABA Briefs Editor in Chief

i

leffrey Bercow Ben J. Fernandez Michael W. Larkin Melissa Tapanes Llahues
Shareholder Shareholder Shareholder Shareholder

Strategic Advice in Zoning, Land Use and Environmental Law

Project Approvals | Due Diligence Reviews | Appellate Litigation | Zoning Issues
Growth Management & Concurrency | Environmental Permitting
Permitting & Impact Fees | Historic Preservation & Archaeclogical Resources

ioulevard, Suite 300, Miami, Florida 33131

yw.brzoninglaw.con
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HEISE SUAREZ MELVILLE

proudly congratulates new CABA President

Miriam Soler Ramos

CHALLENGING CASES | WINNING SOLUTIONS
WWW.HSMPA.COM | 305.800.4476




Applause &
admiration

White & Case is proud to

support the outstanding
work of CABA

As a pioneering international law firm, we help our clients achieve
their ambitions across the world's developed and emerging markets.

WHITE & CASE

whitecase.com/citizenship



Aran
Correa
+ Guarch

Aran Correa & Guarch 1s a results-driven law firm
ready to serve you with all of your real estate matters
and commercial mediations.

We would like to give a big thank you to President
Dax Bello and the Board of Directors for doing such
an outstanding job in 2021 during challenging times.

Aran Correa & Guarch also would like to welcome
mcoming President Miriam Soler Ramos and the new
Board of Directors. Thank you for your continued
dedication and service to CABA.

2100 Salzedo St. #303
Coral Gables
(305) 665-3400




Carlton Fields is
honored to sponsor
the Cuban American
Bar Association
We salute CABA’'s commitment
to providing legal services

for those most in need in
Miami-Dade County.

Carlton Fields is ranked in the top
15 for Overall Diversity by Vault
Guide to the Top 100 Law Firms.

For more information on our
diversity initiatives, visit
www.carltonfields.com/diversity.

www.carltonfields.com

Atlanta - Hartford - Los Angeles - Miami = New Jersey « New York « Orlando - Tallahassee
Tampa » Washington, D.C. - West Palm Beach
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;!B]{ ennez & Mennez L WAL+ 33143
LAW OFFICES WEB:

MENMDEZANDMENDEZLAW.COM

A PART OF THE

ated Precminent bl and has

s LU F. Mendez, (U
Habana '50, LI .. " CABA member.

HOW CAN WE HELP?

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Dur practice focuses on Real Estate and Probate, Guardianship, Trust, Administration and Litigation.

REAL ESTATE PROBATE ESTATE PLANNING
+ Residential & Commercial Sales = Estate Administration & Litigation = Wills

» Foreclosures = Trust Litigation s Durable Powers of Attorneys
= Partition » Guardianship Proceedings = Trusts Agreements

= Quiet Title

& Advance Directives

CONTACT US WITH ANY QUESTION

CALL: 305.667.0112 EMAIL: INFO@MENDEZANDMENDEZLAW.COM




Congratulations to CABA for
decades of community support!

Contect Ralph MacNamara & rrmacnamars @kaufimanrossin. com

KAUFMAN
NORNNIIN

joy is your bottom line
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Congratulations to
New President Miriam Soler Ramos
and the 2022 CABA Board of Directors!

Bowman and Brooke is proud to sponsor tonight’s gala
and support CABA's mission to increase diversity
in the judiciary and legal community.

[ = Bowman and Brooke...

From boardroom to courtroom.”

305.995.5600

]
s '{ -
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ﬂRCC Family Law
R

Richard J. Preira, Managing Partner

301 Ponce de Leon Bhd. Suite 601, Coral Gables, FL 33134 | T 30535189522



Buchanan

Ingersoll - Rooney

DIVERSE.
COLLABORATIVE.
INTENTIONAL.

Proud to support CABA in its work to promote
community, diversity and opportunity —a mission
closely aligned with our core values

"i-*

B en g Miami | 15 OidBs Nationwide
.*" ".i--

F i« '_-%'ﬁ BIPC.com/Miami



PROUD CABA MEMBERS

Shutts & Bowen attorneys are proud members of the

Cuban American Bar Association.

Cur firm applauds CABA for 48 years of serving the community and
working to improve the legal profession through greater diversity
and equality of opportunity for the legal community throughout

Florida.

L OFFICES > {00 ] ATTORNEYS

- T 3
(K1Y vEARS 753: B 0Ll PRACTICE AREAS )

&

FORT LAUDERDALE | JACKSOMVILLE | MIAMI | ORLANDD | SARASOTA | TALLAHASSEE | TAMPA | WEST PALM BEACH




THE LAW OFFICES OF

ANGONES McCLURE & GARCIA

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

Angones, McClure and Garcia, P.A.
Congratulates
Miriam Soler Ramos

President of
The Cuban American Bar
Association

Angones, McClure & Garcia, P.A.
44 West Flagler Street
10" Floor, Courthouse Tower
Miami, FL 33130
(305)371-5000
www.amglaw.net



SIEGFRIED | RIVERA

HELPIMG CLUENTS FROTECT THEIE REAL ESTATE BNVESTMENTS SINCE 1977

WAYS WE CAN HELF:
« REVIEW COMTRACTS, LEASES & FINAMCIAL AGREEMEMTS FOR
OPPORTUMNITIES

¢ DRAFT NEW PROVISIONS TO SAFEGUARD CLIENTS AGAINST FUTURE
IMPACTS

= ASSIST IN MAVIGATING LANDLORDYTENANT/LENDER ISSUES

s PROVIDE GUIDANCE ON OTHER REAL PROPERTY & COVID-1%
RELATED MATTERS

VI 2P S8 S SRt

BECAUSE TOGETHER, WE CAN SUCCEED!

GET MORE INFO AT MAIN OFFICE: SUNTRUST PLALA = 207 ALMAMBRA CIRCLE, 11TH FLOOR » CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 35134
WWW.SIEGFRIEDRIVERA.COM BO0.T3T. 1350 - WA SIEGFRIEDRIVERA COOM

DluzLeyqurou?om

c, sed on
estate und business
transactions.

is a bouti
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSOR
IBERIABANK | P) FIRST HORIZON.

Proven. Focused. Better Together.




Allen Noﬁbﬁ & Blue, PA.

Devoted Exclusively to Management in Labor and Employment Matters Since 1969

Providing high quality and cost-effective representation to private
and public sector employers in our communities, across the
nation, and internationally. Our boutique practice focuses on
employment litigation, traditional labor law, training and
counseling, and workplace investigations and audits.

“Orgullosa de ser Cubana-Americana y representar a
los empleadores de nuestra comunidad.”
-Suhaill Machado Morales, Shareholder

Miami Orlando Tallahassee Tampa

305.445.7801 407.271.2152 420.361.3503 813.251.1210

WWW.ANBLAW.COM



FROM TROPICAL TREASURE
TO GLOBAL BUSINESS CENTER,
FLORIDA’S NEXT 75 YEARS

ARE LOOKING BRIGHT.

Since 1946, City National Bank has been helping to bring
our community’s future to life. As we look to the next 75
years, we're excited to continue nurturing your dreams and
growing Florida.

e s FDIC
LENDER MMLS #412489

WE GROW FLORIDA

YEARS

(305) 448-6500 | wegrowflorida.com



V. SEROTA

OUR FIRM IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE

CUBAN AMERICAN
BAR ASSOCIATION

We salute CABA's continued success and mission to improve
the legal profession through greater diversity and inclusion.
Congratulations to Miriam Soler Ramos and the entire 2022
CABA Board, including our very own:

Haydee Sera Candice Balmon
CABA Secretary CABA Board Member
AlT: Uncorked Chair CABA on Cuba Committee Chair
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FirstBank “

S proud to support the
Cuban American Bar Association
and congratulates
President Miriam Soler Ramos
and the
2022 Board of Directors.

ET oo

305.577.6000
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Cuban American
Bar Association

SPONSORED BY:




COFFEY | BURLINGTON

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Coffey Burlington proudly congratulates
CABA for its vyears of leadership and
dedication to equity, justice and diversity in
our legal community.

For more than 45 vears Colley Burlmgton lawyers have shared the values and
aspirations of CABA. Among ouwr dedicated and skilled lawyers are parmers
recognized by Chambers USA, Best Lawyers, Legal Elite and America’s Top 100
Lawyers. Widely regarded and respected as one of Flonda's best bouhgue hibganon
firms, we are here to assist other law firms, businesses, developers, financial services,
and entreprencurs whenever complex hiigation anses or is needed to resolve a dispute
or overcome a problem. We are availlable to provide gpiudance or champron your
cause i business lhitigation, real estate lhngaton, employment law, trademark and
copyright infringement, contract and business torts, high net worth divorce and family
law, homeowners and condommnnun associabon hibigaton, class action hbgation,
federal white-collar defense, and foreign cormipt practices act tramning and protection.
Cofley Burlington is here and willing to help.



Law

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Public Law School Florida Bar Passage Academic Excellence
US News & World Report July 2021 Florida Bar Exam 2021 Princeton Review
2022 Best Law School Rankings Law School Rankings

Learn more about

South Florida's Public Law School
law.fiu.edu



PROUD TO SUPPORT

Cougradaladions

TO MIRIAM SOLER RAMOS AND THE 2022 BOARD
OF DIRECTORS AS THEY CONTINUE CABA'S LONG
TRADITION OF SUCCESS.

GRAYROBINSON

GRAY-ROBINSON.COM
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CABA's Legislative Committee at the State Capital

On February 2, 2022, CABA’s Immediate Past President Dax Bello and Secretary
Haydee Sera traveled to Tallahassee with Lesley Mendoza, CABA Pro Bono
(“CABA PB”) Director, to meet with State legislators during Miami-Dade Days.
The group, as well as CABA PB’s lobbyist, Jorge Chamizo, met with Senators
Ana Maria Rodriguez, Ileana Garcia, and Jason Pizzo, as well as Representatives
Tom Fabricio, Demi Busatta Cabrera, Vance Aloupis, Daniel Perez, and others to
seek their support of CABA PB’s appropriation request for $500,000.

The group also attended a hearing where CABA Past President Katherine
Fernandez-Rundle testified in support of legislation to increase funding for state
attorneys and public defenders. In the evening, the group attended a happy hour
at FSU Law School with the FSU-CABA Student Chapter, which was attended
by Florida Supreme Court Justices Couriel and Lawson, as well as a several law
students, law faculty, and local practitioners. Afterwards, the group attended
the Dade Days “Mambo Kings” pig roast, a block party where elected officials
from all levels of Miami-Dade County government (cities, county, and state
legislators) gathered to converse, dance, and enjoy lechon, congri, and yuca.

[ -
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of the

CUBAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
48" ANNUAL INSTALLATION GALA
& FOUNDATION BENEFIT

Our iirm:

« Handles complex litigation for individuals and Fortune 500
corporations in a broad range of industries.

» Establishes long-term relationships with clients, based on
communication and trust.

» Leverages more than 260 outstanding attorneys.

« Serving clients through a network of 16 locations across
4 states including Florida, Arizona, Georgia, and Tennessee.

www.wickersmith.com

Atlanta | Brunswick | Fort Lauderdale | Jacksonville | Key Largo | Melbourne | Miami | Naples
Nashville | Orlando | Palmetto Bay | Pensacola | Phoenix | Sarasota | Tampa | West Palm Beach




i WE'RE INSPIRED BY THE
HOPE & HEART

OF OUR COMMUNITY.

U.S. CENTURY BANK IS PROUD TO

SUPPORT CABA, THE CABA PRO

B BONO PROJECT, AND THE CABA
' FOUNDATION IN MAKING A
POWERFUL DIFFERENCE IN OUR

SOUTH FLORIDA COMMUNITY.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
INCOMING PRESIDENT,

MIRIAM SOLER-RAMOS,
AND THE ENTIRE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS FOR 2022 - 2023.

JANESSA CABO, PCG Manager
396 Alhambra Circle, Suite 100
soral Gables, FL 33134

- 305.715.5493
PRIVATECLIENTGROUP@USCENTURY.COM

\ [:“H'I'A[:T P

FOLLOW U5

6 OB OO -
VISITUSCENTURY.COM (= U.S. CENTURY BANK

PRIVATE CLIENT GROUP
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To kick-off the year, CABA’s Young Lawyer Committee
hosted a happy hour at Tap 42 in Coral Gables on January

20, 2022. The event was well attended and young lawyers '
enjoyed each other’s company, food, drinks, and the &
networking opportunities offered by the event.
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Professional Bank
proudly supports the
Cuban American Bar
Association and its
newly elected officials
for its 48th Annual
Installation Gala.
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Holland & Knight's
CABA Past Presidents

Congratulations to

Miriam Soler Ramos

the Cuban American Bar Association's 2022 president.

Holland & Knight is proud of our decades-

Frances Gussch De La Guardia
long tradition of supporting the Cuban 2020
American community across Florida. Our

partners are dedicated to advancing and

L

24

participating in CABA, with five serving as
president.

Annie Games
Our firm has a deep commitment to ' 2016
CABA and its mission to improve the
legal profession through greater
diversity and access to opportunities
throughout Florida. i A

[ |

Wivian de Llas Cusvas-DHiae

2012

Raul Cosio

19492

Holland & Knight

WAL h l" | AWL.COMm

Miarni, FL | 306.374.8500

Copyright & 2007 Mollared & Enight LLF AN Rights Besarved Jorge Hernsnder-Torsfic

198y
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THE LAW FIEM

MG+M The Law Firm is a proud sponsor of the

48th Annual CABA Gala

MG+M The Law Firm (MG+M) is a national litigation and trial firm that provides
coordinated, coast-to-coast services for corporate clients in high stakes matters.

The firm offers national coverage through 13 offices and a vast local counsel network
that can rapidly respond to litigation demands in all levels of court, anywhere in the
country. Qur experienced team of diverse attorneys, and our collaborative approach
and resources, enable us to provide superior value and achieve optimal results in
addressing clients' most complex litigation challenges.

For more information, visit www.mgmlaw.com.

Boston Chicago Hattlesburg Irvine Los Angeles | Madison Cownty/St. Louls | Miami
Mew Orbeans  Mew York Provedencs  San Francesos  Walnut Oreell | Wil nig bosn
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To our partner and friend, Dax Bello.
We are incredibly proud of CABA’s
accomplishments during your presidency!

PERSONAL INJURY | WRONGFUL DEATH | MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
PRODUCT LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL LITIGATION | AND MORE

One SE 3rd Avenue, Ste 3000
Miami, FL. 33131 | Ph. 305.358.6644

Visit us at www.stfblaw.com




LEON COSGROVE LLP PROUDLY SUPPORTS
THE CUBAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

I_ LEéN

MIAMI DENVER

WWW.LEONCOSGROVE.COM



PodhurstOrseck

TRIAL & APPELLATE LAWYERS

Congratulates

Miriam Soler Ramos

on her installation as President of

The Cuban-American Bar Association

and the entire

2022 CABA Board of Directors

Aaron S. Podhurst John Gravante
Robert C. Josefsberg Lea P. Bucciero
Joel D. Eaton Matthew Weinshall
Steven C. Marks Alissa M. Del Riego

Peter Prieto Kristina Infante
Stephen F. Rosenthal Pablo Rojas

Ricardo M. Martinez-Cid g :
Parmion A Rasco Christina H. Martinez

Karen Podhurst Dern Baobert Orseck (1934 - 1978)
OFf Counsel Walter H. Beckham, Jr. (1920 - 2011)

Sumn Trost International Center - Sunte 2300 - One 5 E. 3rd Avenoe, Miam, FL 33131 = Miame 305 358 2800 = wwwpo I




PenaGarcia®@Diz

Congratulates

Miriam Soler Ramos

on her installation as President Jennifer Gonzalez

of the Cuban American Bar

Association and the entire
CABA Board of Directors.

We are proud to sponsor CABA's
commitment to improving the
legal profession through greater
diversity and equality.

Fernando Garcia Daniel Traugott

Luis Diz Daniel Zabludowski Carla Llaneza

Gables International Plaza
2655 S, Le Jeune Road
Suite 1011
Coral Gables, FL 33134
Office (786) 361-4950

Visit us at www.pgdlegal.com



"l NELSON MULLINS

Nelson Mullins Attorneys
Support CABA Regala

We are proud to support the Cuban American Bar Association

in its mission to seek equal justice for minority communities.
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Melson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
John F. Haley, Partner

2 South Biscayne Bhvd, | 2151 Floor Miami, FL 33131
305.373.9400 | nelsonmullins.com



AFPLCares

At Florida Power &

Light Company we are
working together with the
communities we serve to
make Florida an even better
place to raise a family and
do business.

CHANGING THE CURRENT. FPL.
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SPIRITUS LAW

305.224.1003 | www.spirituslaw.com
2525 Ponce de Leon Blvd. Suvite 1080, Coral Gables, FL

MARBET LEWIS
ROBERT F. LEWIS
STEVEN W. ZELKOWITZ

CLIENT DRIVEN & INDUSTRY FOCUSED

* Alcohol Regulatory Law & Licensing

Alcohol License Acquisitions

Business Licensing & Permitting

Tobacco & Firearms Licensing and Compliance

Business Transactions & Real Estate Acquisitions



International Taxation |

. Ower 20 years
ASSEt prﬂ'tecltlﬂn helping American
Trusts & Estates and Multinationa

2l | families reduce their
Servicio completo en espaniol
Lax '.:L.Hf-'.."]. DoLech

ARE their assets and

ARISTA LAW&TAX Arnf.r:ﬂ:m risks, and prepare for

the eventual transfer

businesses from lega

Eduardo “Ed" R. Arista, CPA, Esq.

Four Seasons Office Tower

1441 Brickell Avenue, Suite 1400 | Miami, FL 33131
Tel: 305-444-7662 | Email: Ed@Aristalaw.corm

of their wealth

Proud Supporter of the Cuban American Bar Association
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Engaging with y
all people and

possibilities

Liberty Mutual is proud to sponsor
the 2022 Cuban American Bar
Association. We honor and share
your commitment to increasing
the influence of the Cuban
American community in the

legal profession; paving the way

to create more equitable and
inclusive opportunities for all.

Liberty Mutual.

INSURAMCE




GROWING € Bilzin Sumberg
BUSINESSES

At Bilzin Sumberg, we are proud to be judged by the company we keep.
Al Dotson, Melissa Pallett-Vasquez, Anthony De Yurre, and Alexander Leon -
like the other members of the Bilzin Sumberg team - are passionate
about helping entrepreneurs and other clients thrive in Florida.

Bilzin Sumberg Bacna Price & Axelrod LLP | 1450 Brickell Avenue, 23rd Floor, Miami, Florida 33131 - 3456 | 305 374 7580 | bilzin.com
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Affordable Housing * Alternative Dispute Resolution * Appellate Advocacy
Corporate Trust & Default ® Government Procurement * Governmental Consulting
Labor & Employment ¢ Litigation ® New Markets Tax Credits ® Public Finance
Public Private Partnership ® Real Property * State & Local Government

Atlanta 770.399.7700 | Jacksonville 904.384.1264 | Miami 305.374.7349
Orlando 407.426.7001 | Tallahassee 850.222.8611 | Tampa 813.273.6677
Washington, D.C. 202.457.1250

www.bmolaw.com



a8~ HONORING
DEDICATED
SERVICE
TO OUR
aw COMMUNITY

The University of Miami proudly salutes the Cuban
American Bar Association for 48 yvears of visionany
legal service, advocacy work, and contributions that
continue to strengthen and enhance communities in
South Florida and bayond.

We applaud your passion, dedication, and inspiring
leadership In changing lives and forging a stronger,
battar Miami for all,

The U also honors alumng Miriam Y. Soler Raomaos,
B.5.C. '99, J.D. '02, city attorney for Coral Gables,
and wishes her a successful tenure as the incoming
prasident-alect of CABA,

UNIVERSITY
OF MIAMI

i U
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SATWAY
MAY 21 @ 6PM

LOAN DEPOT PARK
501 MARLINS WAY

ADULT | $40 CHILD | $35

PURCHASE TICKETS AT CABAONLINE.COM/EVENTS

TICKETS INCLUDE :

CUBAN HERITAGE JERSEY
FOOD & BEVERAGE CREDIT
FAMILY ACTIVITIES
VISIT BY BILLY THE MARLIN
LEGENDS LEVEL SEATING
AND MORE !

FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES CONTACT
INFO@CABAONLINE.COM
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